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SUBJECT: VISIT OF FRENCH SECRETARY OF STATE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

ON JANUARY 10. BERNARD DESTREMAU, FRENCH SECRETARY OF STATE 
FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, COMPLETED A FOUR-DAY VISIT TO DR. 

HIGHLIGHT WAS THE DEDICATION AND CHRISTENING OF A NEW 
SUBURBAN HIGHWAY, AVENIDA CHARLES DE GAULLE. PRESIDENT 
BALAGUER CONFERRED THE GREAT SILVER CROSS OF THE ORDER OF 
DUARTE, SANCHEZ AND MELLA ON DESTREMAU. REPEATED EXPRESSIONS 
OF CORDIAL FRENCH DOMINICAN RELATIONS AND OF INTENT TO 
EXPAND CULTURAL AND ECONOMIC COOPERATION WERE THE ORDER OF 
THE DAY, FOR ALL FOUR DAYS. HOWEVER, NOTHING SUBSTANTIAL 
SEEMS TO HAVE COME OF THE VISIT, DESPITE REFERENCES TO 
POSSIBLE FRENCH PARTICIPATION IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF WATER 
AND MINERAL RESOURCES. 
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